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Chicago Reflections
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Reflections are special.  The word itself is 
beautiful and complex.  When we reflect on 
something within ourselves, we contemplate 
the meaning of it.  

We literally reflect - on an experience, on an 
emotion, on a relationship, on an important 
piece of information, or on life itself.  
Even when we fix our gaze on a physical 
reflection, it often causes us to reflect on 
the reflection before us.  

Carl Sandburg moved to Chicago from 
Milwaukee in 1912.  Two years later he wrote 
the poem Chicago, which begins “Hog Butcher 
for the World...”  He described his poem as “a 
chant of defiance by Chicago... its defiance 
of New York, Boston, Philadelphia, London, 
Paris, Berlin and Rome.   

May these reflections help you reflect on 
and enjoy the amazing city of Chicago.
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Chicago is a magical place to see amazing reflections.  
There are canyons packed solid with walls of steel and glass skyscrapers. 
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HIGH RISE

Looking west at sunrise, we see the sun reflected in a high rise under a pastel 
Chicago sky.
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Once you become aware of the reflections all around you will see them everywhere.  you will 
never again stop seeing the beauty of reflections.
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Chicago is a massive city.  it has more than 
200 neighborhoods contained within 77 
communities, the third-largest population 
in the United States, more than 200 theater 
companies, and 570 parks covering more 
than 7,600 acres, 

Beginning at its eastern edge, Chicago 
claims its share of the 1650 miles of Lake 
Michigan’s shoreline. 

Watch reflections of the sun as it rises 
over the lake on clear mornings. 
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LIGHT AND SKY REFLECTED IN LAKE MICHIGAN
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A magic moment captured in the stillest of still 
waters along Lake Michigan’s shoreline.
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And then there is the 
ultimate reflective source 
- Chicago’s 110-ton Bean 
standing both strong and 
graceful at the entrance to 
Millennium Park’s 25 acres.  
Inspired by liquid mercury, 
the sculpture was built to 
reflect both the sky and 
Chicago’s skyline while also 
reflecting the millions of 
people moving around the 
park.
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THE BEAN
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UNDER THE BEAN
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MILLENNIUM PARK
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NAVY PIER
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An optical illusion in mirrors at the Langham hotel. 
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Cars reflect the world around 
them.  As they travel down streets 
and highways they capture the 
scenery flying by.  

Parked along Chicago’s miles of 
curb, they become one with the city 
around them.  Reflecting on the 
windshield or hood or doors, the 
eye captures car and reflections 
as one.
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The reflection before our eyes is itself complex - where does the object 
holding the reflection end and where does the reflected object begin.  

It is a way of seeing two things at the same time, and so it is a moment in time.  
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Do not get the impression that Chicago consists only of tall buildings, The Lake and 
touristy spots. LIke all big cities Chicago is made up of neighborhoods, each with it’s 

own look and personality. Reflections may be harder to find or different in these 
neighborhoods but they abound.
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The reflection is likely to be fleeting.  People pass, clouds move, water ripples, 
light changes, the wind comes and goes and cars leave their places at the curb.  

When you see a reflection capture it. you are freezing a unique 
image.  You will never see that same reflection again.
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O’HARE INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT
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If you arrive or depart from O’Hare international airport and 
are lucky enough to be in the United terminal, enjoy the light 

show and their reflections as you stand on the moving walkway. 
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The End
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